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Introduction 
From 1 April 2012,  

any researcher publishing a paper arising from a  

Research Councils UK (or The Wellcome Trust)  

funded project  

must publish his/her research output  

in an Open Access compliant journal  

using one of the open access routes (Gold or Green)  

with a relevant  

Creative Commons Licence (CC BY or CC BY-NC)  

attached to it. 

 



Which Open Access route?  

Gold (paid) route  

• The author pays an Article Processing Charge (APC) 
to make the paper immediately accessible to 
everyone with a relevant Creative Commons licence 

 

• RCUK currently mandates a CC BY licence if an APC 
is paid; The Wellcome Trust, which already had 
Open Access policies in place for years, changed 
their licencing policy to CC BY as well if a payment 
has been made to the publisher   



Which Open Access route?  

Green (self-archiving) route 

• The author does not pay any charges but the paper 
is made accessible in a institutional or subject 
repository after an embargo period with a relevant 
Creative Commons licence 

 

• RCUK currently mandates a CC BY-NC licence and an 
embargo period of 6-24 months; The Wellcome 
Trust allows a maximum embargo period of 6 
months 



Creative Commons Licences 

• CC BY: Creative Commons Attribution Licence 

–Users can do anything with the open access 
paper, including making commercial use of it, as 
long as they attribute it  

 

• CC BY-NC: Creative Commons Attribution Non-
Commercial Licence 

–Users can do anything with the open access 
paper, excluding making commercial use of it, as 
long as they attribute it  



 

Research funders' open access policies 
  

There are tools available to help 
researchers with compliance: 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php?la=en&mode=simple


What is SHERPA?  

• SHERPA (Securing a Hybrid Environment for 
Research Preservation and Access) was 
originally set up by the Nottingham University 
in 2002  

– http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/ 

 

• Its aim was to encourage change in the 
scholarly communication process by creating 
open access institutional repositories for the 
dissemination of research findings 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/


SHERPA  

• Since its establishment, SHERPA has grown to 
include 34 partners and affiliates – 32 HE 
institutions (including QM), The Science and 
Technology Facilities Council, and the British 
Library 

 

• SHERPA has been an active presence on the 
developing field of institutional repository use 
and it has now gone on to collaborate in a 
number of other open access projects and to 
provide services to the research community 

 



How can SHERPA help researchers? 

• SHERPA offers many services to the research 
community 

 

• One of them is JULIET  

 

• It provides information on research funders’ 
archiving mandates and guidelines 

 

 

 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php


 

SHERPA/JULIET is for searching research funders’ detailed Open Access policies 
 



 

• Type in your funder’s name in the simple search box 



 

• Type in your funder’s name in the simple search box 
• Alternatively, you can use the advanced search tool for filtering results by the Open Access 

requirements of the funder  



 

• Type in your funder’s name in the simple search box 
• Alternatively, you can use the advanced search tool for filtering results by the Open Access 

requirements of the funder  
• Perform your search 



 
• Very detailed information is 

provided with links to Open 
Access mandate pages and on 
when and where to archive 



From closed…  



…to Open Access 



Unlock the potential of your research! 


