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Credit value: 15 

Level: 6 

Pre-requisite modules:  

 

Content Description 

The module will introduce students to the field of medical humanities from a global and comparative 

perspective. It will examine key issues and debates in the field and encourage students to rethink their 

understanding of health, sickness, and the role of medicine today.  Drawing on a range of works (literary 

and visual) from around the world, we will explore the ways in which medicine, illness, life and death are 

represented in different cultures and reflect on the ethical questions these raise. 

 

Module Aims 

1. To introduce students to the field of medical humanities from a global and comparative perspective. 

2. To provide an understanding of why studying the humanities is of crucial importance to the practice 

of medicine.  

3. To analyse specific cultural texts which explore medical ethics, cultural difference and ideas of life and 

death. 

4. To equip students with concepts, methods and skills that will enable them to analyse literary and 

critical texts in a variety of cultures. 

5. To enhance research and essay writing skills as well as students' self-reflexivity. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Academic Content: 

A1 To introduce students to the field of global medical humanities. 

A2 To explore global medical humanities from a comparative and culturally sensitive perspective. 

A3 To reflect on the role played by culture in our view of health and healthcare. 

 

Disciplinary Skills – able to: 

B1 To develop an ability to analyse complex literary and critical texts from around the world. 

B2 To communicate, orally and in writing, in a clear, effective and succinct manner. 

B3 To reflect on and critically synthesise the relationship between medicine and different theoretical 

perspectives from the humanities. 

 

Attributes: 

C1 To develop a critical awareness of a changing world. 

C2 Capacity to understand differing and often deeply opposed ideas concerning human beings and the 

societies in which they live. 

C3 Openness to varying interpretations of events and social issues, and the ways in which they are 

informed by different philosophical and cultural perspectives. 

C4 Ability to work in partnership with others in the interests of achieving a common goal. 

 

Activity Hours 



Activity Type Time spent (hours) 

Lecture 11 

Seminar 11 

Guided independent study 128 

Total 150 
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